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end of World. War II put a stop to the continuous expansion of Degussa 
(iJeutscheDold- und Silber-Scheideanstalt, German Gold and Silver Refining In- 
stitute), an enterprise whose establishment dates back to l84l. 

Large-scale destruction of production facilities and the political partition- 
ing of Germany in 1945 ruptured the former structure of Degussa. Located in 
Soviet Zone Germany and in the German territories which have passed into Polish 
control, the following plants, have been lost to the economy of the Western world: 

Frankfurt/Oder plant: The production program Included acetic acid, pro- 
prionic acid, butyric acid, sodium acetate, amyl acetate, butyl acetate, higher 
alcbhols^ distilled from fusel oil, softeners, ethyl ether, tincture of valerian, 
tincture of .carriic^,, etc. 

Fuerstenberg/oder plant: Carbide, methanol, ammonia, and formaldehyde. This 
large enterprise was destroyed almost completely during the war and the remainder 
was blown up. The grounds were confiscated. 

Greifenhagen plant (Pommem, under Polish administration): Charco&l, pyroliq- 
neous acid, crude acetic acid, etc. 'i 

Vosswalde plant (Upper Silesia, Polish administration); Production program 
as above. 

Wildau Plant (south of Berlin); Methanol, acetaldehyde, formaldehyde, hexa- 
methylene tetramine, pentaerythrite, acetone cyanhydrln, wood alcohol. The enter- 
prise was dismantled and expropriated. Pentaei*ythrlte, acetone cyanhydrin, and hex- 
^ethylene tetramine are now being produced in the West German Mombach and Bruch- 
hausen plants. 

The following Degussa subsidiaries are .also located in Soviet Zone Germany and 
in the territory under Polish administration;, 
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When llahllity company) (Moelkau, near Leipzig). 

^aSc^rt/yaJn company's seat was transferLd 4 

riff 

rr£r r,a’ar.::.*s^ 

Prankfurt^Iain and transferred its production rl^ts +« a “! ff ^ ^ 

Phannaceutical and Chemical Product^ Ltd in Woff^n^ S I ^ Association for 

s r- s™ “ 

Of .owoTS«‘^SL?2:‘£,r~‘r'*j <*?"“■ * “■-'•otf.r. 

to the cLnged ^ndltl^f ^d to nu? itself 

llssisMl^«r 

equivalent of tKewar practically the 

exports alone are even mo’-e favorabie.^^'^ft^^ 1938-39). Figures for chemical 

ratio for the current year Is given as ^6*1 nerrent output. The^jutput 

percent for chemical product^ ^ ^ precious metals and 63.9 

the ciLj-s“JroSon1rhotWrl\®d"f:f °° 

SciS yetb™ ^ « ?a1trri-^L-ecen^ 

p±trp:gu~ 

of Whom work at the’malfplanS In employees, 1,450 

The two Frankfurt *plants°are°the°S^^pn+ e““6 as before the war, 

produces precious metals; precLus Ltars^te^^sucrL^^i?* Weissfrauenstrasse 
gold, ceramic silver, copper sulfate® etc!®^^'' 

cyanogen Lction pr^uces®s^?^^cTOn^e'*^^V^^ factory divisions. The 
and other cyanogen compounds^^ The^jlment sodium cyanamide, 

made of metalll? oxl^ren^.le Plsments 

Installation was added to t^plMt ® 

ufacture of glass, ^ *“® dle-mold process adopted for the man- 

- 2 - 

RESTRICTED 


STAT 


££ST8iCTE0 





Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/22 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600360630-2 


RESTRICTED 


The so-called Ms section formerly produced rare metals such as beryllium, 
thorium, titanium, zirconium, and uranium. At present, this section produces 
barium, strontium, and pure calcium. 

The crude pharmaceutical section has recently added to Its production program 
Kyanmethin, which is used as a base for a new type of sulfonamide, a hl^ly ef- 
fective drug that Is well tolerated. Another addition to the production pro- 
gram Is Tryptophan, an anlmo acid. 

The Degussit section produces metallic oxide porcelains which meet the most 
extreme thermal, chemical, electrical, and mechanical requirements. 

Of the numerous Degussa subsidiaries, the following chemical plants should 
be mentioned: 

Knappsack Plant (near Cologne): Production of metallic sodium, chlorine, and 
chloride of lime. ' 

Rheinfelden Plant: Produces hydrogen peroxide. Production of sodium per- 
borate has been resumed and a new product, sodium chlorite, has been added. The 
capacity of the experimental installation for highly dispersed silicic acid has 
V Permit increased production. The product, which can be used 

by the rubber, dye, lacquer, pharmaceutical, cosmetics, and artificial fertilizer 
industries, is being put on the market under the trade name Aerosll. 

Kalscheuren Plant (district of Cologne): Lampblack and all kinds of soot, 

Vyhlen Plant: Calcium carbide. 

Worms Plant: Lampblack, as before the war. 

Bodenfelde Plant: Charcoal, pyroligneous acid, acetone, etc. 

Brilon-Wald Plant: Charcoal, pyroligneous acid, crude acetic acid, active 
carbon etc. 

Bruchhausen Plant; Ethyl' acetate, methanol, formaldehyde, and pen1»erythrlte; • 

• Plant: Produces ethyl ether and methionine, an amino acid which is 

^eatly in demand as a base for numerous pharmaceuticals for liver and gall bladder 
therapy . 

Iteinz-Mtmtach Plant; Acetic acid, propionic acid, butyric acid, formaldehyde, 
acrolein, acetylene from carbide, etc. New products are hexamethylene tetramine. 

^i^®hol', hi^e^; alcohols fa.nd : their esters^: potassium , pyanide, sodium methy- 
late, cyah'drtcuchlojldeiilan<31iKQmkfcrin.!ii..Sodivmt methylateuiianiiuvpDnsideraJjle (de-; 
mand as . a base fokinany.iorgauic- syntheses. Cyanuric chloride, is, a promlsing)iin-Vri,"f 
tennediai7rprpauc*cfofe,ayaptuf!fei'andf!*exttle),t!he'lnicals’.L!. 

Of the subsidiaries in West Germany and West Berlin, Degussa is in complete 
financial control of the following; 

?®“''^®‘=*l®J^'“®*^®^erwerke G.m.b.H. (Wolfgang near Hanau); Artificial leather, 
cable cwerlngs, etc. The limited liability company was dissolved in 
cowerted Into a branch of Degussa. In a addition to the aforementioned 
plant aanufacturea adhesives, oxygen, dry lacquer ccanpounds, soft- 
eners, floor and wall coverings, and depilatories. 

I,nn- ^ 1 +’ (Buel/Eheln); Cadmium and bismuth, cadmium pigments, co- 

5ite mierffor tCihh’ .®«len^,- thallium, zinc campoundsflnsecticldes 

White fillers for the rubber industi^, particularly Calsil, a calcium compound. 
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Inc (Barlin): The seat of the corporation and one plant are 
plant, Oranlenhurg, Is. In the Soviet Zone of 
tocitpdtion^ The Oranlenhurg plant has been destroyed by bcnnblng and biastlng. 
aus far the prpductlon of gas inashs and of cerluu and thorlvm canpouhds haf not 

''®®* enterprise is beinneactlvated. ' 

Tn nn+h^' and production of protective masks for miners, etc., has been started. 

+®®^ Nuernberg, production of incandescent mantles has begun; the plant 
iLludes to Berlin. The production program of the Auer Caii?)any\l80 

^ T*^ ®® Doramad toothpaste. The Auer Glass and I^strlal 

C^any, .ltd., newly founded in Bad Gandershelm, produces industrial and snecial 

sungMsses. The compi.? was merged recent^ith tW 


™o«.. e\?*^®®®“*' Degussa's board of directors Includes the following: Her- 
mn^chlosser, chairman; Helmut Achterath and Robert Hlrtes, commerciS directors- 

Hofftaann, and Dr Ewald von Retze, technical directors- 
and Heinz Scherf (attorney), personnel and administration. ’ 
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